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Sample Press Release Announcing Grants
Suggestions: 
· This sample is written as joint announcement between your LCC and your local legislator. A joint announcement helps reinforce the source of your community’s funding and encourages your legislator to continue his or her support of the Local Cultural Council Program. Remember to contact your legislator’s office before releasing the announcement.

· Include a photo of a past activity or one of your grantees, if possible, to get your press release more notice. 

· Use this publicity to encourage future proposals by including an LCC contact person, or information about when and where the LCC will hold a grants help session. 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

Date:

Contact: LCC Member/Publicist

Phone: [where the media can call for more information]

E-mail: [same]

LOCAL GRANTS AWARDED FOR [NAME(s) OF TOWN(s)] 

[Name of legislator] and [name of LCC chair], chair of the [Town] Cultural Council, have announced the award of [#] grants totaling [$], for cultural programs in [Town]. 

Previous grant recipients include [name a few of your grantees]. A complete list of recipients and grant amounts can be found below. 

The [Town] Cultural Council is part of a network of 329 Local Cultural Councils (LCCs) serving all 351 cities and towns in the Commonwealth. The LCC Program is the largest grassroots cultural funding network in the nation, supporting thousands of community-based projects in the arts, sciences, and humanities every year. The state legislature provides an annual appropriation to Mass Cultural Council, a state agency, which then allocates funds to each community. 

Decisions about which activities to support are made at the community level by a board of municipally appointed volunteers. The members of the [Town] Cultural Council are: [List of members]. 

"It's the local volunteers who really make this system work," said [legislator]. "They make limited resources go as far as possible, and they make the tough decisions about which projects should be supported. Thanks to them, the arts, sciences, and humanities are part of people's everyday lives in every community across the state." [Note: Ask your legislator for a comment to include in this announcement. The above is an example.]
Statewide, more than $5 million will be distributed by local cultural councils in [year]. Grants will support an enormous range of grassroots activities: concerts, exhibitions, radio and video productions, field trips for schoolchildren, after-school youth programs, writing workshops, historical preservation efforts, lectures, First Night celebrations, nature and science education programs for families and town festivals. Nearly half of LCC funds support educational activities for young people. 

The [Town] Cultural Council will seek applications again in the fall. For guidelines and complete information on the [City/Town] Cultural Council, contact [Name of LCC Chair] at [Phone Number and E-mail]. Applications and more information about the Local Cultural Council Program are available online at www.massculturalcouncil.org.  Applications are due October __ 

This year's grants include: 

[Provide List Here]

