[image: Mass Cultural Council logo]
2

May 19, 2026


The Honorable Barry Finegold, Senate Chair
The Honorable Carole Fiola, House Chair 
Joint Committee on Economic Development & Emerging Technologies
Delivered via email. 

Re: H. 5386 An Act relative to Massachusetts winning global investment, talent and innovation - AKA - the Mass Wins Act

Dear Chair Finegold and Chair Fiola:

On behalf of the governing Council and staff of Mass Cultural Council, your independent state arts agency, I am pleased to submit testimony on the Governor’s 2026 economic development bond bill, H. 5386, known as the Mass Wins Act. Thank you for the opportunity to provide insight on behalf of the Commonwealth’s vibrant and creative cultural sector. 

I would like to highlight three provisions in the legislation:

1. Section 7 - Expanding access to the Cultural Facilities Fund

Mass Cultural Council administers the Cultural Facilities Fund (CFF) in partnership with MassDevelopment to ensure cultural facilities across Massachusetts remain in a state of good repair. Section 7 reflects legislation sponsored by Senator Paul Mark, S. 2169, currently before the Senate Committee on Ways & Means and was included in the bill at Mass Cultural Council’s request. 

Because the CFF is established in statute, eligibility for municipally owned structures is currently constrained by law, limiting access based on factors such as facility age and size. Section 7 would appropriately expand access by clarifying that all primarily cultural municipal facilities are eligible, regardless of these restrictions. Mass Cultural Council strongly supports this change. We believe the Fund should serve nonprofit, municipal, and tribal cultural facilities alike, without arbitrary barriers such as square footage or age.


[bookmark: _Int_Xr93anl6]However, S. 2169 also explicitly includes cultural facilities owned by tribal governments, language that is omitted from Section 7 of H. 5386. This omission is deeply concerning, particularly given Mass Cultural Council’s ongoing commitment to equity through our  
3-year Native American & Indigenous People’s Equity Plan and our collaboration with Tribal and Indigenous leaders across the Commonwealth.  

We have been advised by the Executive Office of Economic Development (EOED), on behalf of the Administration, that this omission was inadvertent and that the Administration will convey this to House and Senate Leadership and seek corrections in future drafts of the bill. As such, Mass Cultural Council urges the Committee to amend Section 7 of H. 5386 by inserting the following bold words: 

SECTION 7. Subsection (b) of section 42 of chapter 23G of the General Laws, as appearing in the 2024 Official Edition, is hereby amended by striking out the second and third sentences of the definition of “Cultural facility” and inserting in place thereof the following sentence:- The term cultural facility may include, but shall not be limited to, museums, historical sites, zoos, aquariums, nature or science centers, theaters, concert halls, exhibition spaces, classrooms and auditoriums suitable for presentation of performing or visual arts; provided that municipally or tribal government owned buildings, structures or sites must have at least 50 per cent of their usable floor area or outside space dedicated to such use to qualify.

Further information about this proposal is available online, as Mass Cultural Council has submitted testimony throughout all stages of legislative review this session. 

2. Line-item 7002-8086 - Capital grants to enhance the arts, culture, and the creative economy in Massachusetts

Mass Cultural Council strongly supports the Governor’s proposed $25 million capital grant program to enhance arts, culture, and the creative economy. This new investment will support public realm improvements, cultural infrastructure, and placemaking efforts that strengthen downtown vibrancy and community life.

The program is to be administered by EOED, with authority to partner with MassDevelopment and other unnamed state agencies. Given Mass Cultural Council’s statutory role and deep relationships across the cultural sector, we believe the Agency should be explicitly named as a partner in this work. Our expertise will help ensure the program is implemented effectively and reaches the communities and organizations it is intended to serve.

Therefore, Mass Cultural Council urges the Committee to amend line-item 7002-8086 of H. 5386 by inserting the following bold words: 

; provided that the executive office may contract with the Massachusetts Development Finance Agency, the Massachusetts Cultural Council, or other state authority as defined in section 1 of chapter 29, to 80 administer the grants from this item…

3. Line-item 7002-8085 – Downtown vitality grant program

Mass Cultural Council is proud to be a member of the Downtown Vitality Coalition and is pleased to see this $25 million authorization included in the bill. This program will support economic development and the activation of downtowns, main streets, cultural districts, and other walkable community centers across Massachusetts.

As the administering agency for the Massachusetts Cultural District Initiative, Mass Cultural Council supports this investment and appreciates the inclusion of state-designated cultural districts as eligible beneficiaries. These districts are proven drivers of local economic activity and community engagement. We urge the Committee to retain this provision.

Thank you, Chair Finegold and Chair Fiola, for considering this testimony. Federal data continues to underscore the strength of Massachusetts’ cultural economy, which generates nearly $30 billion in annual economic activity and supports more than 130,000 jobs - accounting for 4% of the state’s GDP.

Mass Cultural Council commends the Healey-Driscoll Administration for recognizing the cultural sector as a key component of economic development in Massachusetts and respectfully urges the Committee to advance H. 5386 with these recommended amendments.

Please do not hesitate to contact Senior Director of Public Affairs Bethann Steiner if you have any questions, we are available to speak or meet with you at any time. 


Sincerely,
[image: Signature of David T. Slatery]
David T. Slatery
Acting Executive Director


CC: Secretary Eric Paley, EOED
CC: Navjeet Bal, President & CEO, MassDev
CC: Senator Paul Mark, TACD Chair
CC: Rep. Sean Garballey, TACD Chair
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