Setting Boundaries

How (and Why) to Create GIS Data for your Cultural District
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© MAPC (“m-a-p-c” not “map-c”):
The Metropolitan Area Planning Council. We are the regional planning
agency for greater Boston. We work with cities and towns to create a more
sustainable, equitable, collaborative, and climate-resilient region. And we
sometimes work with others (like MCC) to support statewide initiatives.

“ MAPC Arts and Culture:
MAPC’s planning team that provides technical assistance in areas like cultural
planning, creative placemaking, creative community development, arts and

culture data collection, and cultural policy. (Shoutout to Annis Sengupta and
Luli Alvarez from the MAPC A&C Teaml)

121 MAPC Digital Services (my team):
MAPC’s team of software devs and data engineers. We build and support
digital tools to empower access to civic data and information.


mailto:slarrick@mapc.org
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GIS Data and Why it Matters

Making the invisible visible

GIS data: any structured, machine-
readable information that is referenced
to specific geographic locations on
Earth. It links spatial coordinates
(“where”) to attributes (“what”), allowing
computers to store, visualize, and
analyze features on digital maps.

It’s used by planners and other decision
makers to inform infrastructure

projects, real estate development, grant
proposals, resource allocation, program
administration, policy design, and more.

Screenshot from MAPC’s Local Access
Score tool.



GIS Data and Why it Matters (coni )

Making the invisible visible

GIS data is the lens through which
planners, policymakers, and state and
local leaders see the world.

When arts and culture data doesn’t
exist in geospatial formats, arts and
culture remains invisible to those with

power.
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Screenshot from MAPC’s Local Access
Score tool.



GIS Data: opportunity

Making the invisible visible

If cultural district data exists in standard GIS formats, it can be used
alongside a whole ecosystem of existing maps and data to answer
critical questions. For example:

* What zoning districts exist within my cultural district? How does
that compare to the existing businesses and land uses?

* How many properties are in my district? How many street lights?

* What DCR properties are in or near MCC cultural districts? How
many MA Historical Commission historic assets are located within
cultural districts?

*  Which cultural districts are accessible by public transit? Which
overlap with Environmental Justice (EJ) areas or Transformative
Development Initiative (TDI) districts?

* How much affordable housing is located within cultural districts or
walking distance from a cultural district? What is the population
living within MCC cultural districts? What are the demographics?

wades [V S
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v GIS.data.mass.gov

A sub-hub of the Massachusetts Data Hub

MassMapper APPLICATIONS BASEMAPS DATA & SERVICES SUBMIT DATA

Welcome to the MassGIS Data Hub

Discover geospatial data for the Commonwealth

Q_ Find data, apps and more with keywords like "parcels" or "imagery"...

POPULAR
Look up a property ona map - Access the latest demographic data —

See aerial imagery/photography — Submit my city/town parcel data —

View all data categories

Featured Resources

=
MassGIS Imagery Time Series Interactive Property Map Massachusetts Municipal GIS
Learn about the vintages of Orthoimagery The map displays land property Gallery
available. Most of the images that boundaries from assessor parcel maps Search for a city or town name to find its
MassGIS has acquired are available for across Massachusetts. Parcel information online GIS maps and applications. If a city
free download, except for licensed images, is from local assessor databases. or town does not have its own app,
which can be viewed in this Story Map or MassGIS has created a "MuniMapper" -- a
in MassMapper. customized version of MassMapper for a

municipality.

Data and services

Data is the core of any app, map or chart and you can access it here by download or API

A o« L || e

PPPPP ls Land Cover (2016) Request Statewide Learn about MassGIS data
Access the tax assessor- See land cover data classified Submit a request for all Source and types, obtaining

standardized parcel dataset from aerial imagery in 2016 available statewide data and citing our data, and more

[ostsn oo |




GIS Data and Why it Matters (cont. x2)

Making the invisible visible
> What we heard:

Cultural districts want their work to be seen by
state and local leaders and want clear,
understandable boundaries for themselves to
support advocacy and decision making.

State agencies want to understand exactly
where cultural districts are so that they can map
and analyze cultural district information
alongside other data; and ultimately so that they
can Identify overlapping work and opportunities
to align resources.
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Screenshot from MAPC’s Local Access
Score tool.




Creating asset + boundary data for your
MCC cultural district (a simple tutorial)

* This year, the MCC application process requires the submission of a
District Map in the form of GIS data, including a boundary and cultural
assets.

* |In case you don’t have that data already, we're going to show you how
to create it using Google MyMaps.

District Map

This section helps define the proposed district in a clear, mappable way and show its boundaries and cultural assets.

Cultural district assets should include
* Cultural facilities, organizations, venues, amenities, and historic structures and recreational areas in the district

* Creative businesses, stores, studios, and participating entrepreneurs and artists who want to be included in the map.

Maps may also include, if applicable:

» Zoning and land use policy overlays created to support the district

* What type of Map are you providing?
GISmap of bo ~

Mass

% V@ Cultural MepURL
MAP Vv Council 9

Please provide a map that clearly shows the proposed district boundaries. Applicants may submit a GIS map with assets, a boundary map with an accompanying asset list or spreadsheet, or a Google My Maps map with an accol

mpanying asset list or spreadsheet




Tutorial

Step 1. Inventory Cultural Assets in a template spreadsheet

Step 2. Upload your assets to the Google MyMap

Step 3. Draw a Shape to represent your Cultural District

Step 4. Export the Boundary Shape as a KML

Step 5. Upload the KML file to the MCC Cultural District Application
Step 6. Share your MyMap URL [optional]

. M@
ultura
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_HImup3cTT4TJCbWAedVzqi00nLRyAGw-tmiqEJzTCk/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.bd9hc48ngvli
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_HImup3cTT4TJCbWAedVzqi00nLRyAGw-tmiqEJzTCk/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.p20v7v8e71lh
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_HImup3cTT4TJCbWAedVzqi00nLRyAGw-tmiqEJzTCk/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.5ozmfti5falf
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_HImup3cTT4TJCbWAedVzqi00nLRyAGw-tmiqEJzTCk/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.j9q4rn4fwf1g
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_HImup3cTT4TJCbWAedVzqi00nLRyAGw-tmiqEJzTCk/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.g0e3mtp5jfdk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_HImup3cTT4TJCbWAedVzqi00nLRyAGw-tmiqEJzTCk/edit?tab=t.0#heading=h.g0e3mtp5jfdk

Q&A / “Office Hours” (your turn!)
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Thank you!
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Stephen Larrick
Digital Services Manager
MAPC

larrick@mapc.or

978-846-4099
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Feel free to reach out (call / email / text ) if you have further
questions or need support!

Resources (from today): Other Free/Simple mapping tools

Tutorial Documentation

Geojson.io
Tutorial Videos MapHub
How to create a Google Account Scribble Maps
Google MyMaps Mapotic
MCC Cultural Asset Template EasyMapMaker
Further resources Free/open source tool for advanced GIS
MACRIS Map QGIs

MassGlIS Data Hub



mailto:slarrick@mapc.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1_HImup3cTT4TJCbWAedVzqi00nLRyAGw-tmiqEJzTCk/edit?usp=sharing
https://loom.com/share/folder/209228fc62ab4e05bf0d9eb3104a4e8a
https://support.google.com/accounts/answer/27441?hl=en&co=GENIE.Platform%3DAndroid
https://mymaps.google.com/
https://mymaps.google.com/
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1QiNFLvdzuJ_V5HLdc6-UXZSYCnJbVzUs/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=114379558499317184075&rtpof=true&sd=true
https://maps.mhc-macris.net/
https://gis.data.mass.gov/
https://gis.data.mass.gov/
https://geojson.io/
https://maphub.net/
https://www.scribblemaps.com/create/
https://www.mapotic.com/
https://www.easymapmaker.com/
https://qgis.org/
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